Introduction

Welcome to our first term together as Year 4! We’re delighted to have you along on this learning journey. It’s a very busy start to the year. We’re so grateful to have our beautiful cool pool for swimming lessons in PE, and to start Japanese Language classes! This year we’re also thrilled to introduce The Resilience Project to the Runcorn State School community. Through this evidence-based program, we’ll learn lifelong skills around Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy. This is game-changing stuff!
We hope you will join us in Week 3 for an informal "snag and chinwag" (sausage sizzle and chat) to get to know us and learn about the year ahead.
Please do reach out by email if you’d like to discuss something or if you’d like to arrange a meeting. We welcome your participation and feedback as part of this extremely important learning partnership between school and home.

Classroom Teachers 
Class: 3/4C Teacher Name: Mrs Regan Cunningham Email address: rcunn44@eq.edu.au
Class: 4H Teacher Name: Mr Ken Hoey Email address: khoey0@eq.edu.au
Class: 4R Teacher Name: Ms Amber Ryan Email address: axrya6@eq.edu.au    

School begins at 8.45am. Please ensure students arrive prior to the 8.45am bell so they can have an organised start to the day. 
Important Dates

Week   1 – Monday: Australia Day Public Holiday; Tuesday: Term 1 begins; Friday: Senior Swimming Carnival 
Week   2 – P.E. Swimming begins
Week   3 – Tuesday: 'Chin-wag and a Snag'- Meet the Teacher Afternoon
Week  10 – Wednesday: Cross Country; Thursday 2nd April: Last day of term

Specialists Lessons

Monday - Japanese with Nagashima Sensei; Religious Instruction 2.00pm and Parade 2.30pm; Band (select students)
Tuesday - Japanese with Nagashima Sensei (all classes); Music with Mrs Murray (4H); Health with Mr Brady (3/4C); The Resilience Project (all classes); Strings (select students)
Wednesday - Library Borrowing (all classes); Music with Mrs Murray (4R); Swimming with Mr Brady (3/4C)
Thursday - Physical Education (Swimming) with Mr Brady (4H and 4R); Music with Mrs Murray (3/4C)
 
Curriculum focus

Please click here for a very handy overview of what Year 4 students typically learn to understand and do by the end of this year, according to the Australian Curriculum which guides all our learning.

Term 4 Learning

English:
How can we share our thoughts and feelings on a text?
Students will be assessed on their ability to present a spoken review text using appropriate subjective and objective language and features of voice.
How do texts teach us? 
Students will be assessed on their reading comprehension of an information text, including their knowledge of its characteristic text structures and language features.

Mathematics:
How does mathematics help us make sense of our world? 
Students will be assessed on a range of mathematical achievement standards, namely:
-recognising and creating line and rotational symmetry 
-creating and interpreting grid reference systems and directions to locate and describe positions and pathways
-developing and using surveys to obtain relevant data for statistical investigations; and
- choosing rounding and estimation strategies to determine whether calculations are reasonable, and using the properties of odd and even numbers

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS):
How are people and the environment interconnected? 
Students will be assessed on their ability to research how places across the world have diverse characteristics, and to use questioning and investigation skills to respond to a sustainability issue.  
Science:
How are living things connected? 
Students will be assessed on their ability to research and explain the energy flow between living things using food chains.

Digital Technology:
How can digital technologies help us to learn?
This semester students will explore how to collect and represent data from a range of sources to support decisions. They will explore algorithmic thinking including branching and repetition through use of a visual programming language, “Scratch”.
Students will be assessed through a portfolio of work.

Music with Ms Murray amurr51@eq.edu.au
Students develop skills in reading notation, recorder technique and ensemble playing. They will sing, read and play a variety of repertoire in different forms. 

Students will be assessed on their ability to play a 4-note melody piece on recorder.

Health

Students identify the influences that strengthen identities as they grow older and develop a greater understanding of themselves and others. They develop respectful practices, such as developing cultural awareness and describe how inclusion and stereotypes can influence decision-making and actions. Students also explore and describe self-regulation strategies to manage responses to physical, social and emotional changes and transitions. 
Students will be assessed on their ability to identify and describe influences and strategies to manage emotions and changes. 

Physical Education with Mr Brady
Students will practise and refine fundamental movement skills to perform various aquatic skills and the recognised strokes of freestyle, backstroke and breaststroke in multiple swimming sequences.
Students perform aquatic skills and recognised swimming strokes to complete swimming stroke sequences.

Japanese with Nagashima Sensei
Students will use language to explore the concept of learning an additional language. 
•    Why do we learn another language?
•    Greetings
•    Classroom instructions
•    Counting numbers 1-10
•    Traditional events
Students will be assessed on:
a)    Notebook work (formally assessed in Term 2)
b)    Speaking test – greeting/name/counting numbers/body language
