Introduction
Hello and welcome to Term 1 2026! We trust you had an enjoyable break; we are very excited to begin a wonderful learning journey with our new prep students. This newsletter will outline events that will be occurring this term and remind you of the expectations within our classrooms. We encourage you to keep this newsletter handy so that you can refer to it when needed.
Classroom Teachers 
Prep D – Madi Delaforce – mjdel0@eq.edu.au
Prep S – Emma Sinnott – esinn4@eq.edu.au
Prep W – Monique Welch – mewel1@eq.edu.au

Important Dates
Important dates to pop in your calendar for Preps in Term One. 
Week   1 – Day: Tuesday 27th January– First Day of School 
Week   2 – Day: 
Week   3 – Day: Tuesday 10th February – Chin Wag and Snag afternoon 3:15pm 
Week   4 – Day: 
Week   5 – Day: 
Week   6 – Day: 
Week   7 – Day: 
Week   8 – Day: 16-20th Three Way Meetings – by appointment 
Week   9 – Day: 
Week 10 – Day: Wednesday 1st March – Cross Country 9-11AM 

Specialists Lessons
Prep students will participate in four specialist lessons across the week, including: 
Music – Mrs Alison Murray
Health and Physical Education – Mr Luke Brady
Gross Motor – Mrs Sheridan Sterling 
Prep students also attend Parade and Library Borrowing with class teachers. 
Monday - 
Tuesday – Health, Gross Motor – PD, PS, PW, Library borrowing – PS
Wednesday – PE/Swimming – PW, Library borrowing – PD 
Thursday – PE/Swimming – PS, Music – PW, PD, Library borrowing – PW 
Friday – PE/Swimming –PD 


Curriculum focus
Please click here for a very handy overview of what Prep students typically learn to understand and do by the end of this year, according to the Australian Curriculum which guides all our learning.
Term 1 Learning
English:
The first term of Prep is all about engaging students in the wonderful world of literacy. Students will be focussing on: oral language development, phonemic awareness skills, speech sounds, name writing, rhyming words, memory, blending and segmenting words, exposure to familiar words – reading and writing, decodable reading, handwriting through Casey the Caterpillar, involvement with quality literature and learning the concepts of print (left to right, use of pictures, top to bottom).
Students will be assessed on their ability to identify connections between texts and their personal experience, the ability to use appropriate interaction skills to listen and respond to others in a familiar environment. Students will understand that their texts can reflect their own experiences, and they will attempt to identify and describe likes and dislikes about familiar texts, objects, characters, and events.
Mathematics:
Throughout term one in Mathematics, students will sort and classify objects according to size, shape and colour. They will connect and sequence numbers and explore repeating patterns. 
Students will be assessed on their ability to sort and group shapes by colour, size and shape. 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS): 
Students will examine personal growth and development, families, relationships, rules and how we fit in to the community. Students will explore familiar places and how to care for them.
Students will be assessed on their ability to relate stories about their past. Students will share and compare observations about familiar places.
Science: 
Students will develop their ability to question, investigate, explore and explain the natural world. Including living things and their features. 
Students will be monitored on their ability to group plants and animals based on external features, identify examples of people using observation and questioning to learn about the natural world. 

Technologies: 
Students will explore a variety of design and digital technologies through the term.

The Arts: 
Students will participate in visual art and will explore colours, lines, shapes and textures through different mediums




Music - Term 1 with Mrs Murray amurr51@eq.edu.au
Students explore rhymes and songs as stimulus for music making and will explore foundational musical skills including music opposites (high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft).
No formal assessment, observations in class to check on these skills:
(a) Demonstrating a steady beat.
(b) Demonstrating ability to match pitch (echo singing)

Health with Mr Brady:
Health with Mr Brady: lbrad101@eq.edu.au
Students describe the different emotions that people experience through exploration, play and minor games, students recognise that they experience a range of emotions in different situations and develop an awareness of how individuals can have similarities and differences. Students practise personal and social skills to interact respectfully with others and develop self-regulation skills through exploration and active play.
The assessment task gathers evidence of student learning for these aspects of the Prep Health and Physical Education achievement standard:
• Describe similarities and differences between themselves and others, and different emotions people experience.

Physical Education (Movement) with Mr Brady: lbrad101@eq.edu.au
Prep: Prep students spend the first month doing water familiarisation lessons through water play, on the oval. These lessons are designed to grow students’ confidence in not just the sensation of water on their body – especially their head, but the focus is teaching students how to get into and out of their swimming clothing. Week 5 students will transition from water familiarisation lessons on the over to water familiarisation lessons at the pool. These lessons will include how to safely enter and exit shallow water using methods suitable for the water location. Submerge the body completely underwater and breathe out – blow bubbles. Finally, be able to propel their body continuously for 5 metres.
Assessment: Demonstrate safe entry and exit skills and be able to swim for 5 continuous metres.



