Introduction
To Parents / Carers
Welcome to Year 5, 2026 at Runcorn State School. This is an exciting term where establishing inquiry-based learning will be our focus. Students will engage in the learner assets in all curriculum areas.  This platform will enable opportunities for critical and creative thinking and reflection as the students become more proficient Researchers, Self-Managers, Thinkers, Collaborators and Communicators. This helpful website provides a snapshot of the curriculum covered within this inquiry process. https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/ 
We look forward to working with you in supporting your child’s education.  Please contact us via email if you have any queries.
Classroom Teachers 
5S Alicia Smith   asmit1340@eq.edu.au		5A Naadirah Ali nnali0@eq.edu.au		
5/6M Jenni McNamara jmcna155@eq.edu.au

Specialist Lessons
Monday – Japanese with Nagashima Sensei (5S and 5/6M), Parade at 2.30pm
Tuesday – Japanese with Nagashima Sensei (5A), Music with Ms Murray (5/6M and 5S) 
Wednesday – Japanese with Nagashima Sensei (5/6M, 5A and 5S)
Thursday – Music with Ms Murray (5A), Physical Education (Swimming) with Mr Brady (5S),
Friday - Physical Education (Swimming) with Mr Brady (5/M and 5A), Music with Ms Murray (5A)
 
Important Dates
Week   1 – Day: Monday 26 Jan: Australia Day Public Holiday, Friday 31 Jan: Swimming Carnival
Week   2 – Day: 
Week   3 – Day: Tuesday 11 Feb: Chin Wag n' Snag
Week   4 – Day:   
Week   5 – Day: Monday 23 Feb: You Can Do It Parade, Friday 27 Feb: New Student Photos 
Week   6 – Day: 
Week   7 – Day: Wednesday 11 Mar to Friday 13 Mar: NAPLAN
Week   8 – Day: Monday 16 Mar to Friday 20 Mar: NAPLAN, Monday 17 March to Friday 21 March: Three-Way Interviews 
Week   9 – Day: Wednesday 25 Mar to Friday 27 Mar: Year 5 Camp 
Week  10 – Day: Wednesday 1 Apr: Cross Country, Monday 30 Mar: You Can Do It Parade
Curriculum focus

English 
Students share and expand on ideas and opinions about a literary text for an audience.
Students will explore choice of language features and vocabulary throughout narrative texts and how these contribute to the author’s message. 

Mathematics
Students will develop a range of mathematical understandings with a focus on multi-digit addition and subtraction as well as single-digit multiplication and division. Space, coordinates, statistics and data will also be investigated.
Students will complete three assessment pieces.
1. Planning and conducting statistical investigations to collect, represent and interpret data.
2. Performing and describing transformation of shapes, identify symmetries and use grid coordinates 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) with Miss Ali and Ms McNamara
Students will examine how to distinguish between needs and wants and identify why choices need to be made about how limited resources are used. They will investigate how different types of resources are used by societies to satisfy needs and wants of present and future generations. 
Students will complete the following assessment: 
1. Describe factors that influence their choices as consumers.
2. Identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. Present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline-specific terms and appropriate conventions.

Science with Miss Smith and Ms McNamara
Students pose and investigate questions about the relationship between structural features and behaviours and survival in specific habitats. They identify patterns in survival strategies (for example: similarities and differences in how organisms conserve water in arid environments) and if similar survival strategies exist among organisms across different habitats (for example: body patterns that help organisms camouflage).
Students engage with the research of scientists to examine how new discoveries, such as biofluorescence, have led to further discoveries and new understandings about the features and behaviours of organisms.
Students create displays, such as digital presentations, to share information about the structural features and/or behaviours of animals and plants surviving in a particular habitat condition. They explore real-world examples of biomimicry to propose how a survival feature of an organism could inspire a human design solution, for example: climate-controlled buildings, antibacterial surfaces, aircraft and train design, robotics, drone flight, fashion and materials.
Students will complete the following assessment:
1. Investigate and explain how form and behaviour of living things help them survive in their habitat and identify an example of where scientific knowledge informs human action. 

Music with Mrs Murray
Students will learn a variety of approaches to the ukulele including chords, arpeggio, melody and part work. They will develop skills in reading ukulele tablature and notation.

Students will be assessed on:
- Demonstrating melody and chords on the Ukulele

Health with Classroom Teacher
Students will explore and practice gratitude, empathy and mindfulness using The Resilience Project Education Program. They will investigate Emotional Literacy and Healthy Habits for the mind, body and social interactions.

Physical Education
Students will develop swimming strokes and lifesaving skills.

Students will perform freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and survival backstroke. They will combine lifesaving skills, movement concepts and strategies to complete lifesaving skills. 

Japanese with Sensai Nagashima:
Students will use language to explore the concept of Japanese writing system.
· Types of Japanese writing-Hiragana/katakana/kanji
· Romaji is used some situations
· Reading and writing hiragana
· Write own name in Katakana
· Japanese zodiac

Students will be assessed on:
a) Notebook work (being assessed during Term2)
b) Reading test-hiragana book
c) Comprehension test-Japanese writing syste



