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From the Principalé.  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Choral Instrumental Evening   
I would like to acknowledge the work of Mariel Hopper, Andrew Biedermann and Robyn 
Forshaw in preparing our music students so wonderfully for the Choral Evening last Thursday. It 
was a lovely concert and very enjoyable. I was very proud of our students and teachers. 

Thanks also to parents for your support with the music program here at Runcorn ï ensuring 
students get to lessons and also do practice at home can be hard to work into our already busy 
lives.  
 
Finally, thanks so much also to all the staff who gave up their own time and came along on the 
night to support. We are definitely all working together at Runcorn to make sure our students 
have great opportunities to shine.  
                                                                        
Book Week 
Book Week saw a bit of fun and magic come to Runcorn State School last Wednesday. It was 
lovely to see so many staff and students dressed up to celebrate this yearôs Book Week. This 
year the theme was óReading is my Super Powerô. 
 
Reading really does have the power to take us to many places and we want to take every 
opportunity to encourage our children to read. Thanks to Leanne Howes for her work in 
organising Book Week events and the Book Fair. We appreciate the support of all our families 
who supported the Book Fair and helped the school earn $1,206 worth of scholastic rewards that 
will be used to buy books for our library. 
 
Leaders` Symposium 
Last week Jillian Chittenden, Rachel La Sala and I attended the 
2019 Metropolitan Leaders` Symposium, `Leading Learning into 
2020`, focused on leadership and region support for 2020. 
 
There were common messages around collaboration and 
working together for better outcomes. This is something we do 
very well at Runcorn. No individual can have the impact of the collective and we firmly believe 
that by working together we will provide better opportunities and outcomes for our students. At 
the moment we are working together as a staff and a community to create our Strategic Plan that 
will guide the school`s direction over the next four years.   
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Finally have a wonderful weekend and take the time on Sunday to spend time with, or take the 
time to, remember our Dads and all significant males who have guided and supported us through 
our lives.  
 

Carmel Herbert 
 
 

From the Deputy Principalé.  
NAPLAN On-line School Readiness Test 
This year we are conducting the NAPLAN School Readiness Test (SRT) with our Year 2 and 4 
students on the 2nd and 3rd of September. The purpose of the SRT it to test our technical readiness 
and to in-service staff. This is an anonymous test and no results will be recorded. The Year 2 
children will sit an ôOmnibusô test which is a combination of all the different test formats and the 
Year 4 children will also sit the Omnibus as well as the Writing test.  If you wish to familiarise 
yourselves with the testing format you can go to the Public Demonstration Site.  
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 
 
Before School Arrangements  
Just a friendly reminder that there is no supervision of students before school so it is preferable 
that they are not at school before 8.3 0am. Also, if they are here prior to 8.00 am they must be 
seated under B block and remain there until the bell rings at 8.00am. Should you require before 
school care please contact our PCYC OSHC Co-ordinator, Jade West, on 0423 551 335. 
 

Jillian Chittenden 
 
 
 

From the Teaching & Learning Coaché.  
Premierôs Reading Challenge Wrap Up! 
During the period from 13th May until 23rd August, Runcorn students have been taking part in the 
2019 Premierôs Reading Challenge. This challenge, which is in its 14th year, aims to improve 
literacy and encourage students to engage in reading for learning and pleasure. 
 
Congratulations to all of our students who participated and met their target for the challenge. 
Please ensure that all Record Forms are returned to the library by Monday 2nd September so 
that you can receive your certificate! 
 
If you enjoyed the Premierôs Reading Challenge, it may be time for another means of keeping up 
with the reading pace! In children, reading has been shown to help with identity formation, setting 
them up for success in the future. In adults, reading has been shown to reduce stress by 68% 
more than listening to music, going for a walk, or having a cup of tea.  So, log on to 
https://readinghour.org.au to register for a personal opportunity that is designed for adults and/or 
children. In this challenge, you set the goal you would like to reach, such as a certain number of 
reading hours in a week, a certain number of books to read over a month or a certain number of 
genres youôd like to try, and the program will prompt you to track your progress.  
 
Sign up is easy and once youôre registered you can set your reading goals. Every week, the free 
program will send you an email so that you can track how youôre going, and as a bonus, offer a 
mini-challenge to get you reading or doing something you may not have thought to. Anyone can 
participate and while we, as adults know that reading is good for us, finding the time to sit down 
and focus on nothing else can be difficult. The Australian Reading Challenge may help you with 
this. Take the time to learn, escape and relax. Take the challenge with your children!  If youôd like 
any further information regarding this, please email me at jscho128@eq.edu.au.  
 

Julie Schooth 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://readinghour.org.au/
mailto:jscho128@eq.edu.au
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Term Dates  
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Photos 

 

 

School Photo Day is fast approaching. 

Have your childõs school memories captured forever on  

Wed 11 th  & Thu 12 th  September  

Your photo order envelopes will be sent home Monday 2 September 2019. 

Ms Leanne Howes 
Teacher Aide/Librarian 

 
 
Runcorn Strings Program 
On Thursday, 22nd August, 2019, the String, Band and Choir Students performed in the Choral 
and Instrumental Evening in the Sunnybank State High School Hall.  It was a GREAT EVENING 
as all of our String students participated in the event.  I was incredibly proud of every one of the 
students ï as String players they are reaching their individual goals and MORE IMPORTANTLY 
each one of the Students showed their ever growing love and enjoyment of music!!  
CONGRATULATIONS String performers ï you are ALL STARS!! 

 
Can I also say a HUGE THANK YOU to the Parents 
and Carers of the String Students.  Without you 
prompting, nagging, finding stuff, dropping off, 
picking up, arguing about practice (HO, HO) é. the 
list goes onéé. óWEô the String players of Runcorn 
State School wouldnôt be where we are today!  
Once again THANK YOU -  you are JUST THE 
BEST!! 
 

Please remember that Senior Strings are performing at the MULTICULTURAL Evening on 
Saturday 14th, September.  As we get closer to the event I will send out further information. 
 
Until next time, happy playing!! 
Mr Biedermann (abied1@eq.edu.au) 

TERM START END 

3 15 July 2019 20 September 2019 

4 8 October 2019 13 December 2019 

 

mailto:abied1@eq.edu.au
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PE News  
Swimming lessons for all year levels will start at the beginning of next term. Some year 
levels will require Parent helpers both in and out of the water to assist in delivering the 
swimming program and to help younger students in the change rooms.  
 
Please let either your child's teacher or myself know in the coming weeks if you are available to 
help and at what capacity. 
 
Permission notes will be sent home shortly outlining the timetable, required swimming equipment 
for students and a medical form. Please ensure that these forms are returned to the office as 
soon as possible. 
 
It would be very help if our Prep, Year 1 and year 2 students practised getting undressed/dressed 
independently at home over the next 6 weeks. If our students can do this independently in a short 
amount of time, it means that classes can have a longer lesson time in the water. I am hoping to 
do some water play activities with the Preps in the last two weeks of this term during their PE 
lessons. During these sessions we will practise the routine and discuss what swimming lessons 
will be like so they are prepared for after the holidays.  
 
Thanking you  
Mrs Wood, HPE Teacher 
 
 
 
 

Term 3 ï Dates of Significance 
 
 

TERM 3 - DATES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

DAY DATE EVENT 

Thurs 29 Aug Fathers Day Stall 

Fri 30 Aug Fathers Day Stall 

Fri 6 Sept Sports Gala Day 2 (Years 5 & 6 only) 

Wed 11 Sept School Photos 

Thurs 12 Sept School Photos 

Sat 14 Sept P&C Multicultural Movie Night 

Tues 17 Sept ICAS English 

Thurs 19 Sept ICAS Maths 

Fri 20 Sept Last Day of Term 3 
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Term 4 ï Dates of Significance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the Administration Officeé. 
The use of web based educational resources has risen steadily over the last decade and is 
increasingly being used by teachers across Queensland to improve student learning 
outcomes. 
 
Our school and teachers make decisions about the best technology to meet the needs of our 
students. Sometimes it is beneficial for students to utilise services provided by third-party 
web based providers. 

 
Runcorn State School wishes to utilise third-party web based service providers to aid 
students learning and we need your permission for the registration and use of these sites by 
your student. 
 
You will have now received a third party website consent form that will need to be completed 
by you and returned to the school office.  If you have any queries please email the office at 
admin@runcornss.eq.edu.au.  
 
 

TERM 4 - DATES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

DAY DATE EVENT 

Mon 7 Oct Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

Mon 14 Oct Payment Closing Date ï Year 5 Camp 

Mon 14 Oct P&C Meeting, 6:30pm 

Wed 16 Oct Prep 2020 Interviews 

Thurs 17 Oct Prep 2020 Interviews 

Fri 18 Oct Prep 2020 Interviews 

Fri 18 Oct Sports Gala Day 3 (Yrs 5 & 6 Only) 

Mon 21 Oct Pupil Free Day 

Fri 25 Oct Day for Daniel (Wear Red) 

Fri 1 Nov Volunteer Breakfast 

Mon 4 Nov Year 4 Camp Commences 

Tues 5 Nov Year 4 Camp 

Wed 6 Nov Year 4 Camp Returns 

Wed 6 Nov Year 5 Camp Commences 

Thurs 7 Nov Year 5 Camp 

Fri 8 Nov Year 5 Camp Returns 

Mon 11 Nov Remembrance Day Ceremony, 10am 

Fri 15 Nov Prep 2020 Orientation 

Mon 18 Nov P&C Meeting, 6:30pm 

Fri 22 Nov Junior Swim Carnival 

Fri 22 Nov P&C Disco 

Tues 26 Nov Band, Strings, Choir Medals Parade 

Thurs 28 Nov Senior Swim Carnival (Years 3-6) 

Wed 4 Dec End of Year Concert 

Fri 6 Dec Year 6 Excursion ï WetônôWild 

Tues 10 Dec Awards Parade, 10am 

Wed 11 Dec Year 6 Graduation Evening 

Thurs 12 Dec Party Day 

Fri 13 Dec End of Term 4 

 

mailto:admin@runcornss.eq.edu.au
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Awesome August  
Thank you to everyone who participated in and helped to facilitate our Awesome August Program.   
Students have provided some amazing feedback regarding what they learned throughout the 
month.  It has been inspiring to hear how their new awareness of hydration, exercise, mindfulness 
and sleep has enhanced their wellbeing. 
 
J ñI think itôs really important to keep drinking enough water throughout the day so you donôt 
get dehydrated.  I learned that when you get dehydrated you canôt concentrate properly 
in classò. (Violet 2J) 

 
J ñThe Kalm Kids session taught me a lot about mindfulness.  I felt so calm and relaxed 
afterwardsò. (Thomas 6G) 

 
J ñAwesome August gave us a chance to take a break and learn how to relax.  It helped us 
to focus on things much betterò. (Zenabou 4R) 

 
J ñI loved Awesome August.  I got healthier because I started drinking more water, I am 

sleeping a lot more.  It helps me work better at school.  My future will be good because I 
can take better care of myselfò. (Max 3W). 

 
J ñI liked all of the activities.  It made me realise that you need to stay properly hydrated, 
and that means drinking 8 cups of water a day.  I wasnôt drinking enough. I will do more 
exercise now because walking around the oval before school started made me feel really 
fresh and excited to start the dayò. (Lily 3W). 

 
If you have any further feedback to share regarding Awesome August, please email Program Co-
ordinator, Mrs Julie Schooth, at jscho128@eq.edu.au 
 

Stay awesome! 
 

 
Encore! Encore!  
I had the very fortunate pleasure of accompanying Ms Mariel Hopper and many of the senior 
choir students from Runcorn State School to Singfest yesterday.  I am still getting goosebumps 
when I think of the beautiful sounds created by so many children from schools from all parts of 
Brisbane and feel a very deep sense of appreciation that I was able to participate in an event of 
such high calibre.  The pieces presented were varied and complicated but were brought to 
perfection due to many months of hard work.  The students worked rigorously and are to be 
commended for their persistence and the manner in which they conducted 
themselves throughout the day.  Congratulations, Senior Choir! 
Congratulations and thank you, Ms Hopper! 
 
Bravo! 
Mrs Whittred 

 
 

Parade Roster 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2019 Runcorn State School Parade Roster Semester 2  

 

Term 3 Date Class Leading Parade  

Week 8 Monday 02/09/19 2J 

Week 9 Monday 09/09/19 5M 

Week 10 Monday 16/09/19 SURPRISE 

mailto:jscho128@eq.edu.au
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From the Resource Centreé 
BOOK WEEK AND BOOK FAIR 
What a fantastic couple of weeks we have hadéé 
I would like to acknowledge all the effort spent on the wonderful costumes I saw at our óDress as 
Your Favourite Book Character Dayô! They were all fabulous. It was a fun day had by students 
and staff.  
 
A Big Thank You to everyone that came to the óBook Fairô and bought books, your generosity 
enables us to purchase lots of new books for the Library. Thank you for coming and braving the 
crowds, it was lovely to see everyone so excited.  
 
The colouring in completion was won by:- Lorenzo  PREP,  
Newton Yr 1,  Gurnoor Yr 2,  Maia Yr 3,  Milena Yr 4 and  
Isabella Yr 5 . These students enjoyed a ten dollar 
voucher to spend at the Book Fair. Thank you to all the 
students that entered, it was so hard to pick the winners, 
as they were all very good entries.   Book Week 2019 was 
a great success! 

Happy reading everyone,  
Ms Howes 
 
 

 
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://www.utahbravo.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/bravo-superhero.png&imgrefurl=https://www.utahbravo.com/everyone-wants-to-be-a-superhero/&docid=qxYLAX8k2swE_M&tbnid=-Iq5KxVAQO8VDM:&vet=1&w=432&h=432&safe=strict&bih=962&biw=1920&ved=2ahUKEwjazdOv4O_jAhXSbCsKHeJuDLcQxiAoAnoECAEQGA&iact=c&ictx=1
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Ready, Set,  Runcorn Prep!  
Welcome to the second óReady, Set, Runcorn Prepô addition to the school newsletter. So far 

we have explored physical readiness, confidence, social skills and resilience. This week we will 
unpack numeracy readiness in the early years. 

Please keep an eye out, as in every fortnightly newsletter there will be ideas and suggestions to 
help your child make a smooth transition into óbigô school. 

 If you have any questions, comments or queries about your childôs transition to schooling 
please contact Michele Stewart (Prep Teacher) on mxste7@eq.edu.au or 33238777.  

 
Who can attend Prep in 2020? 

Children will need to be five years old by June 30 in the year they enrol in Prep. 
Children born between July 1st 2014 and June 30th 2015 are automatically eligible to attend 

Prep in 2020. 
 

How do I enrol my child? 
Please ask the Administration Officers for an enrolment pack. Take it home, complete ALL of 

the paperwork, and return it to the office at your earliest convenience. There is a wait list for out 
of catchment enrolments (excluding siblings of Runcorn SS students) so it is best to return your 

paper work in ASAP.   You can find more information on school catchment areas here: 
http://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/maps/edmap/  

 
Early Numeracy: 
ñResearch shows that an engaging and encouraging environment when children are first 
introduced to mathematics develops confidence in their ability to understand and 
implement these skills.ò (Goodstart, 2016). Early Years mathematics is not about pencils and 
papers and equations, rather exposing children to early numeracy through incidental teaching, 
play based learning and using real life resources.  
 
As an adult, we often think of Mathematics as addition, subtraction and algebraic equations, 
however the early years is the building block for these skills! Parents often say that they ódonôt doô 
any maths at home, however Maths is all around us ï especially for an Early Years learner! 
 
Using real world resources, here are some tips to help build early numeracy in your pre-prep child: 

Í Talk about the time (morning, midday, afternoon, night time) é ñWe are going to visit 
Eliza in the afternoon.ò  ñGrandma is coming over in the morning.ò  ñWe will have lunch 
at midday.ò  ñDaddy will be home from work tonight.ò 
 

Í Use the language of money through play and real life é [Whilst playing óshopsô] ñIôd like 
to buy some apples please. How much do they cost?ò ñ1 hot chocolate is $4 pleaseò.  

 
Í  Talk about mathematical language like over, under, on top, inside, outside, next to, 

between. ñThe keys are on top of the table.ò ñYour gumboots are outside.ò  ñThe slide is 
next to the swing.ò  ñCan you lay under the blanket.ò   

 
Í Look at collections of items and practice things like sorting or collecting. ñIôm going to put 

all of the blue crayons here, and I am going to put all of the red crayons here.ò ñCan you 
see what is the same about these items?ò  

 
Í Use a calendar for number, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Write special events or 

dates on the calendar. Count down to these special days. ñToday is the 12th. What 
numbers do we need to make 12?ò ñTomorrow is the 5th. That means that tomorrow is 
Jessieôs birthday.ò 

 

mailto:mxste7@eq.edu.au
http://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/maps/edmap/
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Í Ensure your child has a good understanding of 1:1 correspondence. ñHow many blocks 
are there? That is 1 block that is 2 blocks etcéò 

 
Í Count stairs / houses / tiles etc as you walk. 

 
Í Read numbers on letter boxes or number plates as you drive. 

 
Í Follow a recipe. ñThe recipe says we need 2 tablespoons of butter. Can you help me 
count them?ò ñThe recipe calls for 3 carrots. Can you please get 3 carrots from the 
fridge?ò  

 
Í Make patterns with everyday items. ñI am going to use these stickers to make a pattern. 

I am going to use the unicorn stickers and the pirate stickers. I am going to place a 
unicorn sticker, then a pirate sticker, then a unicorn sticker, then a pirate stickeré.ò  

 
Stay tuned for the next readiness tips! 
Miss Michele Stewart 

 

P&C News 
Fatherôs Day 
Our annual Fatherôs Day stall is on this Thursday 29th and Friday 30th August. All students will 
have an opportunity to purchase a gift for their dad, stepdad, grandfather or important role model 
during their allocated class shopping time. Please ensure that money is sent on the day of 
shopping in an envelope or ziplock bag with your childôs name and class written on it. Please see 
below for when you child/ren will be shopping! 
 
We still need volunteers to help our stall run as smooth as possible. If you are able to volunteer 
at least an hour of your day on either Thursday or Friday to help our students shop or wrap their 
gifts we would most appreciate it. Please let Zoee know at rsspcevents@outlook.com or via our 
Facebook page.  

 

2019 Runcorn State School Fathersô Day Stall Term 3 Week 7   
 

 
Multicultural Festival & Movie Night 
Only 3 WEEKS to go until our big night. We would like to say a big thank you to our parents who 
have already delivered many of our 2500 flyers to local residents inviting them to the evening. 
Donôt forget the best advertising you can do for us is WORD OF MOUTH, talk to everyone and 
let them know about the great night that is coming up with international foods, live performances 
from many of our talented students, yummy popcorn and movie on the big screen.  
 

Thursday 29/08/19  Friday 30/08/19 

Time Class  Time Class 

9.00-9.30 4NB  9.00-9.30 4R 

9.30-10.00 5F  9.30-10.00 3S 

10.00-10.30 5A  10.00-10.30 3W 

10.30.11.00 5M  10.30-11.00 3C 

11.00-12.00 LUNCH  11.00-12.00 LUNCH 

12.00-12.30 PS  12.00-12.30 PB 

12.30-1.00 1SD  12.30-1.00 PW 

1.00-1.30 1S  1.00-1.30 2L 

1.30-2.00 AFTERNOON TEA  1.30-2.00 AFTERNOON TEA 

2.00-2.30 1M  2.00-2.30 2D 

2.30-3.00 6G/6J  2.30-3.00   2J 

mailto:rsspcevents@outlook.com
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We again do need volunteers for the night to set up, collect money, serve food and drinks, security 
and supervision and cook our BBQ. If you are able to help in anyway on the night please let us 
know via rsspcevents@outlook.com or via our Facebook page. We promise you wonôt miss the 
movie! The more volunteers we have the less time everyone needs to offer on the night meaning 
we all get a chance to enjoy the night.  
 

Book Week Meal Deal  
Thank you to the amazing parent & grandparent volunteers who helped get the Meal Deals out 
on Wednesday, albeit a little late.  Lynda, Steve, Sue and Nicole were run off their feet filling the 
200 orders, Thanks also the families who supported this event. 
 
Over-the-Counter Ordering 
An Over-the-Counter Pricelist is available from the Tuckshop for families who are yet to register 
for online ordering through Flexischools.  Ordering through Flexischools offers a more extensive, 
cost effective range of items to select from. 
Please note these several current prices for over-the-counter orders: 
C Hotdogs - $3.00 
C Chicken Wedges - $1.00 
C Garlic Bread - $1.70 
C Mini Pies - $1.40 
C Apple Slinkies- $1.00 

 
Volunteers ï We need you! 
The Tuckshop relies on help from parents, grandparents and volunteers to ensure that lunches 
go out on time and complete. Without volunteers, the Tuckshop cannot open 5 days a week, will 
run on a limited menu and prices will increase.  
 
You don't need experience, just a willingness to learn and we are happy to show you the ropes. 
Tuckshop is a great way to meet new people and learn new skills. If you think you can help 
anytime between 8.30am-11.30am any day, even if only for ½ hr, please visit the Tuckshop for 
more information.  
 
Plastic Forks and Spoons 
Please ensure you pack spoons and forks with your childrenôs lunches from home, as these items 
are NOT handed out for free at the Tuckshop.  Plastic spoons and forks are 10c each.  (Food 
items ordered from the Tuckshop requiring cutlery do not incur this fee). 
 

Uniform Review 
The proposed new uniform was presented to the P&C for voting last Monday 19th August. This 
was approved. We will now be sourcing the best price possible for our uniform items for 
purchasing for the 2020 school year. There will be a 2 year transition period until all students will 
be required to wear the new uniform.  
 
Uniform Shop  
The Uniform Shop is open Mondays 2:15pm - 2:30pm and then again 3:00pm ï 3:15pm as well 
as Fridays 8:15am - 8:45am. 
 
Facebook  
Donôt forget to like us on Facebook Runcorn State School P&C Association to stay up to date on 
everything!! 

 
Debbie Linford 
President,  
Parents & Citizens Association,    
Runcorn State School 
E: rsspcpresident@outlook.com 

mailto:rsspcevents@outlook.com
mailto:rsspcpresident@outlook.com
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School Banking  
School Banking Day is every Monday.  If Monday is a Public Holiday, then banking will occur on 
Tuesday.  If you would like to become a School Banking Coodinator Volunteer, please contact 
the office. 
 
 

Community News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


